
  

   Writing for Christianity Today, Arthur Boers says, 

ñI often visit newcomers in town and find them to be church shopping.  They want to 

know what they can get out of church. Churches are one more consumer commodity.  

Worship services are not a place for us to serve God and neighbor but a place where 

people expect to purchase the best:  inspiring worship, good music, moving sermons, 

quality child care.  As if we buy God and not vice versa.ò 

As Christmas approaches, may we each remember the reason for the season! 

 

In service to Jesus Christ, 

Dennis Baker 
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THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON DISCOVER THE GIFTS YOU WILL WANT TO OPEN                                  

BEFORE CHRISTMAS  

December 6  Holy Communion  A Gift For My Neighbor 

December 13  Somethingôs Up Down In Bethlehem presented by our children 

December 20 A Gift For The Needy 

December 24  A Gift For Me 

December 27  A Gift For The World 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION & CANDLELIGHT                                                                                       

Holy Communion will be offered at the altar on Christmas Eve for individuals and families from 5:15 to 5:50 PM.     

A Candlelight Worship Celebration will begin at 6 PM.  Please invite family, friends, co-workers and others to join 

you! 
 

SHARE WITH OUR CHILDREN:   On Sunday, December 13, our children will present a very special message in 

the 10 AM worship entitled, ñSomethingôs Up Down In Bethlehem.  Come and support them as they share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ.  If you are unable to share in our 10 AM worship, please join us on Saturday evening at 5:30 

PM or Sunday morning at 8 AM for our regular worship with Pastor Baker preaching. 
 

THE JESUS BIRTHDAY PARTY!   Plan to share in the Jesus Birthday Bash following our 10 AM worship on    

Sunday, December 13.  There will be food, fellowship and cake!  The Serving Team will have a great craft for       

families to share in for Christmas!  Come and share! 
 

OFFICE CLOSED:   Please remember that the office will be closed on December 24 & 25.  If you have items for the 

bulletin, please turn them in early!  Also, please have your January newsletter items submitted by December 14th.  
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   UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
 

CIRCLE MEETINGS   
 

Mildred Butler Circle   

Thursday, December 3rd ~ 10:00 a.m. at Iris Eppleyôs 

home 

Hostess:  Iris Eppley 

Devotions:  Betty Wiechert 

Program:  Wrap Christmas boxes for Detention Home 

kids 

 

Marge Imhausen Circle  

Wednesday, December 9th ~ 1:00 p.m. in Double 

Classroom 

Hostesses:  Dessert buffet or bring your favorite salad 

Devotions:  Doris Flynn   

Program:  Doris Flynn 

Table Grace:  Ellen Mautz 

Roll Call:  Merry 

 

Edna Rae Sidwell Circle 

Wednesday, December 9th ~ 6:00 p.m. at              

Olive Garden (Dinner out!!) 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Our sympathies are extended to Yvonne Jackson in 

the loss of her brother, Donald Jackson.                                                

We also extend our sympathies to Helen ñBeckyò 

Coulter and family on the loss of her sister, Mary Jane 

(Darby) Gosnell.                                                                     

Our condolences go out to the family of Ruth Shaw, 

who passed away November 6th.                                    

Our sympathies are extended to Dave, Megan, and 

Mary Weidig and Charles & Arlene Irvin , and the 

extended family and friends of Beth Weidig, who 

passed away on November 14th.                                         

We also sympathize with Gwen Mendenhall on the 

passing of her aunt, Betty Jones. 

 

 

 

Donation to the Coburn Scholarship 

Fund in memory of Florence Myers: 

 

Charles & Arlene Irvin 

Lolita Burt 

Martha, Bea, & Tim Onstott 

GIVING UPDATE  

THE NEEDS ARE GREAT!   As you know, the needs of our community, state, nation and world are great 

and so it is vital that we help the Church to meet those needs.  You have been so generous this year in your 

giving and your Finance Team thanks you for that.  As we look towards the end of the year, we have done 

well in meeting our apportioned missional giving.  To date we have given $45,398.59 to the conference for 

mission and church support work.  As we approach the end of the year, we have just $15,749.41 to meet our 

year end goal.  Please be in prayer as we seek to meet our commitment to the work of our Lord locally and 

throughout the world!  Thank you for being such a generous people and for honoring our Lord in such a 

wondrous way! 
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 A season of giving helps us all remember that our primary focus in life 

should be thinking of the needs of others and offering whatever assistance we 

can. Through volunteering time or donating supplies to help those who       

are less fortunate, we are honoring God. While giving to others we must              

remember to share the greatest gift of all that we have to offer: Jesus. Our 

youth will be sharing that gift this month by adopting two children to buy gifts  

 for in our county through òAdopt- A- Childó.  They will also be caroling to    

nursing homes and shut-ins, and helping decorate the church for Christmas. 

SPLASH will be doing their part to share the story of Jesus through performing a Christmas play 

titled òSomethingõs Up Down in Bethlehemó on Sunday December the 13th at the 10:00 a.m.    

service, and by performing at the Clay House on December 20th at 1:00 p.m. The Chimers will also 

be performing at the Tree Lighting service.  
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.      (Isaiah 9:6)  

                                                          Becky Fisher, Youth and Children Coordinator 

November has been a busy month, what with lots of Thanksgiving activities and the beginning of the Advent 

season. December is looking pretty busy also. All that decorating and shopping and wrapping and cooking and 

parties and, and, and. In the midst of it all I pray you will seriously consider simplifying and take time to re-

member the true reason we celebrate Christmas and the greatest gift of all time. God gave his son, and his son 

gave his life - for you. And the best gift you can give others is yourself.  

We're traveling to see the Living Tree Christmas Pageant Dec.12th. Those tickets went like hotcakes. I know 

the show and the time of fellowship will be great as always .  

Please don't forget our shut-ins this Christmas season. Perhaps you could send a card to them along with all 

your others, and remind them that out-of-sight doesn't mean out-of-mind.  

       Wishing you a Merry Christmas filled with love,  

       Roxanne Watts 



1.  Jody Coulson    

2.  Curt Farmer  

3.  Bonnie Banfield, Beth Burt, Susan Dilts,  

4.  Joni Starkey 

5.   

6.  Carol Wilhelm, Dustin Best 

7.    Cindy Harrison, Abby Baughman 

8.     

9.   Regina Burtnett, Roxanne Hardy, Jennifer Channels 

10. Bob Mahaffey 

11.  

12.    Charles Reynolds, Ardie Wheeler, Rick Bonifant, 

 Bobbi Farmer 

13.    Roe Hildreth, Larry Nolan II  

14.    Rob Manning, Chris Channels,                                

 Tim & Joni Starkey (w)  

15.    Bernadine Gutridge, Tammy Lawson 

16.    Allison Farmer 

17.    Carl McCloud, Jason Cooper 

18.     

19.    Lucille Barnhouse 

20.    Ron Ball, Cheryl Murrey, Laura Reiss,                   

 Tom Maxwell 

21.    Ralph Muse, Sandy Pisch 

22.    Paige Reiss 

23.    Debbie Brown, Ted Ryan 

24.    Greg Clossman, Jon Shaeffer  

25.    Garry Driggs, George Buchanan 

  26.     

  27.    Sierra Brown, Rose Forsythe,                                        

 Tanya Cornett 

  28.    Gary Flynn, Helen Hupp, KyleMcPeck,  

 Gwen Mendenhall 

  29.    John Blair, Fred Hoskinson,                 

 Woodrow McFerren 

  30.    Freida Wayne 

   

  

B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R SA R I E S  F O R  J A N U A R Y 
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BOOK SIGNING  

Book Signing by Dr. Marilyn Murphree 

at A New Beginning Bookstore 

1204 Brandywine Blvd. 

Saturday, December 5 ~ 11:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 

Dr. Murphree has authored six books, the latest being 

A Teaspoon of Nostalgia 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A big thanks to all who helped keep our church campus looking nice this season.  Several of you adopted a bed, 

which really helped!  We have received many positive comments about how nice the church grounds look.                               

         Thanks again,                                                                   

         Sandy & Lolita 

 

To Coburn United Methodist Church,                                                   

 A huge and heartfelt thank you to everyone who sent cards and prayed for me during my illness.  Those 

prayers carried me through a very difficult time.  Also, I sincerely appreciate the hospital visits in Columbus which 

were made by both Dr. Baker and Pastor Doris.  Again, thank you.       

         Sincerely,     

         June Milligan 

 

Dear Coburn Church family,            

 I am truly blessed to have such a wonderful church family.  I want to thank everyone for the generous   

scholarship that you have given me.  Itôs a huge help when it comes time to purchase books.  I also want to thank 

everyone for the care package that I receive each quarter.  My roommates and I all look forward to its arrival.  

Thanks again.        Love,      

         Olivia Mast 

 

Thank you to the congregation, our committees, and their leaders.  You have done so much for God and your church 

this past year. 

As I look back on the past year I have been blessed to be able to work with our committee leaders. God has blessed 

us with you.  Your hard work has been noticed and appreciated.  Thank you very much. 

I look forward to working with you again next year.  I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday. Without Christmas 

(Christôs birth) we couldn't have his death and resurrection, which gives us life. 

         Michael E. Watts    

         Leadersô Council Chair 

 

Thank you for all of the support you have given me leading up to my recent surgery.  I appreciate your kind words, 

thoughts, prayers, and cards that I received during this anxious time in my life.                                                     

         In Christian Love,    

         Erica Silvia 
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Dear Congregation,  
 

The survey on the next few pages has been sent to all churches by the Foothills District and asked that all          

congregations fill it out. 

The survey is anonymous, so please donôt sign it.  Please take the time to read it over and honestly answer each 

question.  We ask that everyone who is 12 and over in your household fill out a survey and return it to the church.  

There will be a box for the returned forms in the Narthex.  Also, there will be extra surveys in the north and south 

church entry ways. 

If you have any extra comments or ideas, please use the back of the survey or attach an extra sheet to the survey. 

Thank you for your time and honesty in helping our church and district to continue to become better. 
 

Michael Watts                     

Chair Leaders Council 









 

 

 

 

December is safe toy and gift month. Keep your holiday memories happy ones by avoiding emergency room 

visits for toy-related injuries. The American Academy of Family Physicians presents the following tips. The 

best way to avoid injuries is to supervise play. Keep in mind that age levels for toys are determined by safety 

factors, not intelligence or maturity. Children ages 3 and younger tend to put things in their mouth, so that 

age group is especially at risk for choking. Fabric toys should be labeled flame resistant or flame retardant. 

Stuffed toys should be washable; check them out for buttons or eyes which may become a choking hazard. 

Painted toys should be covered with lead-free paint. Art materials should say non-toxic; crayons and paints 

should say ASTM D-4236, which means that theyôve been evaluated by American Society for Testing and 

Materials. Finally, to prevent hearing damage, be aware of the loudness of the toys selected for your         

children. Check out these websites for more information:  www.kidshealth.org or www.familydoctor.org. 
 

Keep your children safe.  They can show you how to live Godôs word. Matthew 18:2-4: reads:  Jesus called 

a little child to him and stood the child before his followers.  Then he said, ñI tell you the truth, you must 

change and become like little children.  Otherwise, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  The greatest 

person in the kingdom of heaven is the one who makes himself humble like this child.  Watch the children in 

your life this holiday season; look for the life lessons they can teach you.  The following story is one such 

lesson experienced on a walk to kindergarten.  ñJacobôs book bag was a backpack on wheels.  He could go 

faster than I could, yet I kept moving.  He stopped at every opportunity to enjoy his journey to school.  

Jacobôs first stop was to visit a kind young woman who was out in her yard.  His second stop was to retrieve 

a penny from the sidewalk. Then he found a rock to throw.  I had to grab him quick to hang on while we 

crossed a busy street.  Then he found a plastic bottle that someone had thrown down and it became a football 

that he could kick along as he continued on his way.  As we reached the steps leading down to his school-

yard, the handrails became trapeze bars to swing and jump from.  Jacob left my side quickly to join in a 

game of tag with his friends.  Soon the bell rang and the children began to line up.  Jacob left the line to run 

up to me to give me a kiss and a hug.  His parting words were óI love youô.ò  Jacob did not walk with fear or 

worry, rather he walked knowing he was loved and fully trusted those enjoying the walk with him.  If God is 

the ñIò in the story, are you ñJacobò? 
 

Proverbs 3:5 Trust the Lord with all your heart, and donôt depend on your own understanding.  Relish the 

moments God gives you and find joy as you walk your journey.  Abandon your fears and live with childlike 

trust in God.  A thesaurus offers the following words for merry:  gay, jolly, cheerful, happy, jovial, carefree, 

frolicsome, festive, fun-loving, lighthearted, and vivacious.  As you wish others a ñMerry Christmasò, think 

of Jacob, and let your faith become childlike this holiday season. 
 

Newsletter brought to you by Genesis Congregational Health Program, Carol Howdyshell, 740-586-6562. 
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Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas! 

 

Health Ministry Moments for December, 2009 

http://www.kidshealth.org/
http://www.familydoctor.org/
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