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        THE BAIT OF SATAN 

ñI have been offended!ò        

 ñThe Pastor has upset me!ò       

  ñMy feelings have been hurt!ò      

   ñThey talk to much about money!ò    

  ñThey donôt talk enough about sin!ò     

 ñThey donôt do the things we used to do in church!ò              

ñI am a victim of the Church!ò 

Such attitudes as these, John Bevere calls ñThe Bait of Satanò and in his book by the 

same title reveals this as a tool of Satan, a sign of the End Times, and a way for unfor-

giveness to weaken the Church. 

Citing Matthew 24:10 which speaks of End Times and says, ñé then shall many be offended, and shall betray one an-

other, and shall hate one anotherò Mr. Bevere says that many Christians today are caught up in thinking themselves   

victims of the Church.  In doing this they are taking ñthe bait of Satanò which calls them away from the Church and into a 

prison of self pity.  As he describes this attitude, he points out that Satan rejoices when the Church is weakened by those 

who forsake the gathering together of the body of Christ.  Mr. Bevere also points out that this will be the foundation of 

the cold heartedness in Christians which will usher in the End Times.             

 About this attitude Bevere writes, ñAs I travel across the United States ministering, I have been able to observe 

one of the enemyôs most deadly and deceptive traps.  It imprisons countless Christians, severs relationships, and widens 

the existing breaches between us.  It is the trap of offense.ò                              

  As I minister today, I observe many persons caught in this trap of offense.  Their focus is upon the hurt in 

their soul and they are unwilling, even for the sake of the body of Christ, to forgive and set their soul free.  They live the 

trap of believing themselves a victim of offense and because of this, live in a prison of self pity.  Unfortunately this not 

only takes them out of the body of Christ, but also impacts family members, grandchildren and loyal friends causing them 

to leave the body of Christ as well.                               

 In this Lenten Season it is important that we escape such a prison by learning to forgive.  We need to learn to  

forgive as Jesus forgave.  In unforgiveness, we imprison ourselves away from our friends and those we most need in our 

lives.  In forgiveness, we release ourselves from our self imposed prisons to be a full part of the world God has given us 

and challenged us to live in.                  

 Today we need to remember what scripture says.                      

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.   Matthew 6:14-15 (NRSV) 

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive?  

As many as seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.                               

         Matthew 18:21-22 (NRSV)                     
 A corollary to this attitude of offense that we need to overcome, is one in which we learn to forgive God.  Some-

times, because we have lost a loved one or been hurt in another manner, we blame God for the offense that is within us.  

In our minds we know it is not Godôs fault, but in our hearts we have a hard time forgiving God for allowing this hurt to 

come our way.  In this unforgiveness we lock ourselves away from God and the body of Christ in a prison of self pity.  In 

this Lenten season we also need to learn a lesson of forgiving God so that we can know the freedom God offers us. 

 Lent is a time of facing ourselves with honesty.  It is a time of recognizing the prisons that entrap us.  It is a time 

of learning how to discover freedom in Christ.  I invite you to discover the freedom Christ offers you through the attitude 

of forgiveness!              

         Thank you for the opportunity to serve, 

         Dennis Baker     

         Lead Pastor 



Page 2       T H E  C O B U R N  C A L L   

 

      

 

Our sympathies are extended to...   

Pauline Brock and the extended family of 
Frieda Wayne, who passed away on Sunday, 
January 31.     
                                      

Karen McPeck and Paul Ross and their     
families on the loss of their uncle, Russell Ross.  

 

Kathy LeMasters, whose uncle Dan McConnell 
passed away on February 23.  

 

 

 

In memory of Erla Factor:  

 Sandy Hamilton 

JOINT UNITED METHODIST LENT SCHEDULE 

               **All services begin at 7:00 PM**              

March 7
th                                          

South Zanesville UMC  Clarence Dinnen   

53 East Main Street         

March 14
th

                
Grace UMC  Steven Fewell              

516 Shinnick Avenue 

March 21
st
           

Gratiot UMC  Joy French                   

345 South Street          

March 28
th            

Coburn UMC  Alice Baldwin                 

3618 Maple Avenue                                                                                                       

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE            

March 21st    Living Last Supper Drama          

March 28th     Palm Sunday           

April 1           Maundy Thursday Passover Meal  7 PM 

April 2           Good Friday Ecumenical Worship 7 PM      

   First Christian Church  

     3000 Dresden Road              

April 3           Saturday Evening Easter Vigil  5:30 PM 

April 4           Sunrise Worship                        7:00 AM

            Sunrise Breakfast by youth       7:30 AM  

            Fresh Start Easter Worship       8:00 AM 

            Sunday School                          9:00 AM  

            Traditional Easter Worship    10:00 AM 

OTHER EVENTS             

World Day of Prayerï March 5, 1:30 PM at             

First Christian Church (3000 Dresden Road)          
Daylight Savings TimeðMarch 14                    

UMM serving Christôs TableðMarch 20                        

 

 

 

 

In memory of Erla Factor:                                          

 V.E.P. Class 

 Rose Hamilton 

 

      Church Camp 2010                                   

          Camp Otterbein, Logan, Ohio 

Did you love church camp as a child?  Hereôs your 

chance to revisit those wonderful memories of your 

childhood.  Bruce Kurtz is looking for adult coun-

selors for Church Camp this year.  The dates are 

Sunday, July 4th through Friday, July 9th.  You 

would be required to attend an 8 hour training ses-

sion and be fingerprinted prior to camp.  Contact 

Bruce Kurtz at   754-2919 with any questions. 

BIG NEWS 

The ñDownstairsò Sunday School Class has named itself 

the ñFaith Explorers.ò 

We need new members to join us on our journey exploring 

various aspects of our faith. Come be a part of our group 

as we set our sights on a new video series titled ñLonging 

to Belong.ò The class format consists of fifteen to twenty 

minutes of video followed by twenty minutes of sharing. 

We generally focus on a new series every six to twelve 

weeks. Each week is a topic in itself which easily accom-

modates new members as well as those who have schedul-

ing difficulties.  Join us next Sunday in the latchkey area 

downstairs! 
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Yo UTH  and CHILDREN                  
During the winter weather many of us have had a lot of extra time at home with our 

families to avoid the slippery streets and cold temperatures. Even though we have been 

anxious to get out of the house, it has been nice having quality family time together. 

With our busy schedules we rarely have the opportunity to spend uninterrupted time   

together sharing thoughts and activities. We were able to enjoy a similar experience   

during our ñFamily Game Nightò here at Coburn. We had a gathering of all ages for a variety of games, snacks, 

prizes, and music. It was a wonderful time of fellowship and fun with our Christian friends and family.  Hopefully 

even more of our friends and family will join our Crew and SPLASH members for our next ñFamily Game Night.ò 

Thanks to everyone for a great night! 

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! (Psalm 95:6) 
                                                                                

        Becky Fisher, Youth and Children Coordinator 

Pastor Dennisô sermon a couple of weeks ago was centered on the Good Samaritan and how we need to care for others, 

and   I see that happening everyday ï people calling to check on one another, sending a card, visiting our shut-ins and 

those in the hospital, giving a hug, providing a meal or transportation, the prayer shawl ministry, the list goes on.  I      

recently was shown another view on this story Iôd like to share with you. 

I lead a weekly Bible study at Clay House and at this point Iôm using a little book by Dave Earley titled The 21 Most 

Dangerous Questions of the Bible. This particular day the question was ñWho is my neighbor?ò As we discussed the 

story one of the ladies wondered if the beaten man and the Good Samaritan had ever met again.  Most of the time we are 

asked which one we are?  The Priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan, but as the author led us to think of ourselves as that 

óhalf-dead guyô the question followed, ñWho is our Good Samaritan?ò  The answer is simple, although all too often we 

miss it. Our Good Samaritan is   Jesus. No one has ever loved and cared for us like Jesus.  According to Ephesians 2:1 

we were dead in our transgressions (a.k.a SIN) until Jesus paid the price.  And it cost him a lot more than it cost the     

Samaritan; it cost him his life.  So. . . I ask  the group, if you see yourself as the beaten man, and picture Jesus as the 

Good Samaritan, have you two met again?  How  long has it been since you & Jesus got together?                                                                                                                  

As the father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love. John 15:9 

Here are the questions for Marchôs Bible Quiz ï The people that are participating are enjoying the challenge; I encourage 

you to join us in this adventure. Just turn in your answers to the office and be entered in the drawing at the end of the 

month. 

Please provide the scripture verse(s) to support your answers 

1 - After being baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus went into the desert and fasted. During that time Jesus' faith was tested 

by the strongest temptations the devil could devise. How long did Jesus stay in the desert?   

2 - In the ancient world, people would sprinkle themselves with or sit in ashes as a sign of grief, humiliation, or repen-

tance. Why did Esther's cousin Mordecai sit at the king's gate in sackcloth and ashes? 

3 ï Which book of the Bible is a message to seven churches?                                                           

4 - What did Jesus say when asked if it was right to pay taxes to Caesar? 

5 - Jesus said ñYet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.ò  One of what? 



 

 

 

 

 

1.   

2.  Joseph Covert 

3.  Leota Dunn, Matt Denny, Jane Evans 

4.       James Dickson 

5.     Greg & Kay Hothem (w) 

6.  

7.     Michael Hormann 

8.    Jim Jasper, Vicki Williams, Rhonda Kurtz, 
    Tony & Karen Hutchison (w), Dick & Bernadine 
    Gutridge (w), Emil & Sandy Pisch (w) 

9.   Marjorie Dickson, Matt Haslett,  

10.   Darryl Mast, Scott Sieber, Morgan Cox,  
   Faith Denny, Matthew Watson 

11.   Anita Mohr 

12.     Jane Carr, Carter Denny, Tori Farmer,  
  Bob & Bara Mahaffey (w) 

13.   Bonita Cover, Barb Mahaffey, Karen Snyder 

14.     Betty Kreuter, Reed Fisher 

15.     Donnie Cox, Katrina Lukehart 

16.     Shirley Harris, Dave & Linda Sowers (w) 

17.     Lindsey Shumaker, Kylie Smith,           
 Michael Durant 

18.      

19.     Joshua Mainini, Daniel Morrison, Ginny Gill, 

          Robin Mason 

20.     Megan Lewis 

21.     Harold Clayton, Betty Tritt 

22.     Tina Denny, Kelsie Farmer 

23.     Ruth Rollins, Cathy Banfield, Hudson Brown,        

 Jan Lucas, Pat Young 

24.     Iris Eppley, Elizabeth Miller  

25.      

26.     Carol Derwacter, Julie Clossman,  

          Emilie Redfern 

27.     Sandy Combs, Chris & Lisa Bash (w) 

28.     

29.     Wilbur & Betty Rambo (w) 

30.     Dean Sarbaugh, Kathy         

          LeMasters, Jeff Fisher 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR APRIL 

 

                
 

General Meeting                                                                                  
Wednesday, March 17ðPotluck at 6:30 p.m.      

Program: Prayer and Self-Denial, led by       

Pastor Doris Flynn 
 

Imhausen/Butler Circle    

 Wednesday, March 10ð1:00 p.m.ðpotluck in  

 double classroom 
 

Sidwell Circle      
 Wednesday, March 10ð7:00 p.m. at Colony Hill 

  Clubhouse     

 Hostess: Yvonne Jackson    

  

Donôt missé 
 

    the Benefit for Neil Wilhelm,      

cancer survivor 

          Spaghetti Dinner &        

Silent Auction 

(including donations from local artists) 

Sunday, March 21, 11:30-2:00 
Coburn UM Church, 3618 Maple Ave., Zanesville  

Presale - $7.00/adult, $5.00/child 7 and under

 $8.00 at the door 

Tickets available from New Visions Sunday School 

class members or the church office from  8:00-4:00 

Monday-Friday. 



 
 

 

 

 

I would like to thank you all for the support that you have given me while I was in the hospital and at 

home.  I really appreciate getting  the cards, the calls and the visits.  It is great to have such a wonderful 

church family praying for me.  Thank you again.        

          Pastor Skip 

 

Thank you to Dennis, Skip, and all your visits while I was in the hospital and since I have been home.  
Most of all, thanks for your prayers, cards, phone calls, and food that was brought in.  All of you have 
been so thoughtful.         God bless all of you,  
          Juanita Arter 

 

Warmest ñthank yousò to you for remembering our anniversary February 17.  In the midst of the snow and 

ñcabin feverò your cards were a very bright spot!        

          In His love,    

          Gary & Pastor Doris 

 

Coburn Latchkey would like to thank the congregation for all the support and donations given this year.  
Our program is doing well.  We average twelve students in the morning and thirteen students in the after-
noon.  We are also hoping to offer a summer program this year. 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Coburn Crew sub sale!  Despite inclement weather, it was very 

successful.  This sale will be an important contribution to our mission trip.  Thanks for helping! 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  In the past few months, we have had members become ill while in church.  
We are very fortunate to have many nurses and nurse practitioners in our congregation.  Our thanks and 
gratitude go to Nurse Practitioners Carol Derwacter, Niki Blair, and Cathy Blair and our nurses Shannon 
Nezbeth and Cindy Harrison.  These are the ones who have been there for us recently.  Our other nurses 
are Julie Clossman, Carolyn McConnell, Ruth Morrison, Carlye Farmer, Lauren Mainini, and Sue Tabler.  
If I have forgotten anyone, I apologize.  Thank you for always being there for us and willing to help in our 
time of need.       ~ Pam Maxwell, Health & Wellness Committee  
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HAITI MISSION TRIP:  While the possibility of a mission trip to Haiti is some months away, we would 

like to send a team to help clean up the devastation and offer Christôs love to the people.  If you would 

have   interest in this opportunity, please contact Dr. Baker at 740-454-0186 or dbaker@coburnumc.org. 

     A first step in preparation for traveling with this team is to obtain your passport.  A passport can take 

several months to obtain.  If you have interest in traveling on this team, you are encouraged to start the 

passport process now.  Forms to obtain a passport are available at any post office. 

mailto:dbaker@coburnumc.org


 

 

  

 

                                                                           

So much of life is about balance and making good choices. Choose to be positive about circumstances as our 

nation faces some difficult challenges. Choose to be positive as some of those hardships affect our own homes. 

Philippians 4:13: ñI can do all things through Christ, because he gives me strength.ò Think of how good it feels 

when you are able to help someone. Perhaps now you are the one needing help. Itôs okay to ask for help when 

you need it. You are providing an opportunity for someone else to be a blessing to you. 1 Peter 4:9-11 reads: 

ñOpen your homes to each other, without complaining. Each of you has received a gift to use to serve others. 

Be good servants of Godôs various gifts of grace. Anyone who speaks should speak words from God. Anyone 

who serves should serve with the strength God gives so that in everything God will be praised through Jesus 

Christ. Power and glory belong to him forever and ever. Amen.ò Our gifts may be that of listening, teaching, 

laughter, or knowledge such as cooking, sewing, gardening, plumbingé who knows?! By sharing our gifts 

with one another, we are creating a network of balance, strengthening each other. 

 

One way we can be strong is to eat healthy. March is National Nutrition Month. The U.S. Department of      

Agriculture provides some tips to help you plan a healthy diet: Make sure half of your grains are whole grains. 

Vary your veggies. Donôt eat the same ones all the time. Use vegetables to add color to your meals. Try new 

fruits or vegetables when you can just to add a sense of adventure to your meals. Try to keep fresh or frozen 

fruit on hand for easy access. Make sure the juice you buy is 100% juice. Use low-fat or skim dairy products. 

You need these calcium rich foods in your diet; just donôt eat a lot of fat to get it. Go lean with your protein. 

Learn to read labels and know proper portion sizes. Find a balance between your diet and your activity level. 

Itôs all about balanced choices. 

 

If you have a computer in your home, an internet-savvy grandchild, or a friendly computer person at the local 

library, check out www.MyPyramid.gov. This is the U.S. Department of Agriculture website and itôs full of 

information to help you plan menus, select a diet right for your age and activity, plus other useful resources to 

be successful with weight management. 

 

Just as a tree is strengthened and made fruitful by a healthy root system and fertile soil, so may your life reflect 

the fruits of your spirit, rooted by your relationship with God and strengthened by a balanced and healthy     

lifestyle. 

 

Newsletter brought to you by Genesis Congregational Health Program, Carol Howdyshell, 740-586-6562. 
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Health Ministry Moments 

March, 2010 

http://www.mypyramid.gov/
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