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BLIND SIDED 

 I have seen God!  Over these last few months, and especially this past 

week, I want you to know that I have seen God!  I have seen God in Coburn 

Church and God is good! 

      Have you seen the movie, ―The Blind Side‖?  If you have not, it is a must 

see!  ―The Blind Side‖ is a movie about the miracle of goodness in people.  It tells 

the true story of how a well to do family takes in a homeless street orphan and, 

while changing his life, find that their lives are changed as well.  Their gift of 

goodness mixed with this young man‘s goodness blind sides them with a miracle 

that radically changes everyone‘s life within this family.  This movie tells the story 

of how God‘s goodness working through people touches and blesses us! 

This past week and over these last few months I have seen God‘s goodness touching the lives of many within our 

church family and who are new to our church family.  It was truly a miracle this past weekend to see over 400 peo-

ple support the benefit for Neil Wilhelm.  It was truly the goodness of God expressed through His people that pro-

vided almost $9000 for Neil‘s medical bills as well as a whole host of people to work the benefit and provide baked 

goods and items for the Silent Auction.  God was truly present in the Coburn family this past weekend! 

 I want you to also know that God has been truly present in the Coburn family in so many others ways as 

well.  Have you noticed the new faces popping up in worship on Sunday mornings?  Folks within our congregation 

are adopting ―littles‖ from Big Brothers/Big Sisters and they are introducing them to our church family. 

  Have you noticed other new faces in our congregation?  Folks are inviting others to our church family!  

Some of these are family, friends and neighbors.  Others are coming as a result of invitations through our Food 

Pantry and other ministries.  Our church family is growing because folks are determined to share the goodness of 

God that is in our Church family! 

       Have you been present for our services of healing?  We have had a rash of sickness and surgeries within our 

congregation and these persons have come before the congregation recognizing that God is the most important 

force in the healing process.  Out of the goodness of their hearts, our church family has surrounded these persons in 

support, prayer and caring so that they may know that in this time of challenge that they are not alone.  What an 

amazing gift of God from our congregation to those who are ill and from those who are ill to our congregation by 

allowing us to be in fellowship with them in this difficult time. 

      God is good and God is working in and through our Coburn family!  A Church is all about being a family of 

God through which God‘s goodness is poured out upon the world.  That is why we come together and fellowship 

together each weekend.  We want to live in the presence of that goodness that changes us, blesses us and transforms 

our world! 

      This year will mark 29 years of ministry for me in the United Methodist Church and in all that time I never 

ceased to be amazed, ―blind sided‖, by the goodness of God in His Church.  Certainly, while we live in this good-

ness, none of us is perfect and many of us stumble and fail.  But the blessing of the Church and the strength of the 

Church is our determination to not allow this to hinder God‘s work through His people.  Rather, even in all our im-

perfections, we still choose to be the Church and to come together to share God‘s goodness with the world.  In this 

we are blessed and the world is transformed. 

      As we are once again reminded of our new life in Christ by the miracle of the resurrection, do all you can to 

be in and of the Coburn family that God‘s goodness might be poured out on the world and we might be transformed 

by that miracle! 

      Thank you for the opportunity to share ministry with you! 

   In service to Jesus Christ, 

   Dennis Baker 
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Our sympathies are extended toé 
  

Gene Fike and family on the death of his 
mother, Elda òSueó Fike. 
 

Floyd Mason and family on the death of his 
mother, Roxie Mason on March 22 and his 
aunt, Bonnie Ballantine on March 29.   

 

 

 

 

In memory of Jean Hogue:   

 Larry, Sharon, & Jacob Ball 
 

In memory of Beth Weidig:  

 Charles & Arlene Irvin 

 

                                                                             

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE            

April 1           Maundy Thursday Passover Meal  7 PM 

April 2           Good Friday Ecumenical Worship 7 PM      

   First Christian Church  

     3000 Dresden Road              

April 3           Saturday Evening Easter Vigil  5:30 PM 

April 4           Sunrise Worship                        7:00 AM

            Sunrise Breakfast by youth       7:30 AM  

            Fresh Start Easter Worship       8:00 AM 

            Sunday School                          9:00 AM  

            Traditional Easter Worship    10:00 AM  

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS 

Golden Years Communion & Luncheon—April 21 
 

CHANGE THE WORLD OUTREACH—April 24-25      

(watch for United Methodist ads on television)  
 

National Day of Prayer—Thursday, May 6       
 

GO GREEN!ðJune 12—9:00AM-1PM  

(This is an opportunity to honor God‘s earth by recycling 

paper, plastic, metals and small appliances. Drive through 

the Coburn parking lot and drop off your recyclables with-

out getting out of your car. Go Green! is a partnership of 

Goodwill, WHIZ, Barnes Advertising and the Coburn 

United Methodist Church.) 
 

Graduation/Scholarship Sunday—June 13                       

FOR YOUR SAFETYðDOORS WILL BE LOCKED:  At the request of the Staff Parish     

Relations Team and Trustees, the north doors and center doors will be locked, barring outside   

entrance each Sunday morning beginning at 10:15 AM. This is to prevent unauthorized entrance 

by anyone seeking to enter our building and will better protect our children‘s classes in that part of 

the building.  Please note that you will be able to exit those doors.  However, you will not be able 

to enter those doors after 10:15 AM.  The outside sanctuary doors will remain unlocked. 

ATTENTION THOSE WHO USE THE UPSTAIRS KITCHEN STOVE:  Beginning immediately, the Trustees 

have asked that the pilot lights for the burners on the upstairs kitchen stove be turned off.  If you have need to use the 

stove, please see a custodian in order to light these burners.  Please do not attempt to light these burners yourself.  

The oven pilot light will remain on. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?  Strawberry Cream Ensure is being collected for Clarence Cottrill Junior who is 

confined to a wheelchair with numerous health issues.  This gift would be of great help to him.  Clarence is a brother of 

Alice Baldwin.  Please bring your donations to the church office through the week, or place them on a table outside our 

worship area.  If you would like to make a monetary donation, please mark it with ―Clarence Cotrill Donation‖ and 

place it in the offering plate.  Thank you! 
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YOUTH and CHILDREN 

With all of the signs of new life presenting themselves in the spring, we are reminded of what a gift 

from God our own lives are. During this month of Easter we can remember that Jesus gave his life on 

the cross to save us. We can try to honor that sacrifice by giving of ourselves in 

every way that we can. Many of our youth helped out with our spaghetti benefit 

dinner last month. What a joy it was to see everyone working together giving so 

much of themselves to help someone else. It was an even greater joy to see how 

much everyone enjoyed doing their part. Our SPLASH group enjoyed making 

cards for a very special friend of theirs, the òcandyman.ó They also gave a     

wonderful gift to our congregation when they sang for a Sunday worship        

service and participated in the Palm Sunday processional. Rejoicing in the Lord 

and giving to others are great ways that we can thank our heavenly father for the gift of life. 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

                                                                           Becky Fisher, Youth and Children Coordinator 

As the days become warmer and flower buds peek from beneath the cold ground our thoughts turn to becoming 

more active and getting out to enjoy the sunshine.  We will soon start planning for senior outings and if you have 

somewhere special you think the seniors would enjoy going please share your ideas with us. 
 

Food for thought  - All too often our culture sees aging as a road to diminishment; I‘d like you to consider that the 

purpose of aging is really an opportunity for spiritual illumination.  We all to often focus on what ―needs fixing‖ 

rather than looking at what‘s ―right‖ with ourselves  We need to retrain ourselves to see the spiritual stamina that so 

many elders demonstrate in their later years.  Why not try focusing less on the physical and the cognitive, and come 

to rely more on your spiritual stamina, determination, and positive sense of "real self," and invite the Holy Spirit to 

brighten your way.  Learn to embrace and rejoice in all the days the Lord is blessing you with. 

Here are the Bible Quiz questions for April.  Please turn in your answers so you can be entered in the next gift  

drawing which will be June 30. 

 

1 – What is the purpose of Passover? 

2 – At our Maundy Thursday meal we are served unleavened bread, horseradish and parsley among other things.  

What do these represent? 

3 – Tell me about the torn curtain and what it represents. 

4 – Who were the first ones to see the empty tomb?  Be specific 

5 - Why was Jesus really crucified? 



 

 

 

 

 

1.  Tim Eppley, Jim & Pat Evans (w) 

2.  Diane Bonifant 

3.  Bob Mercer, Melissa Chidester, Cameron  
  Morrison 

4.        

5.      

6.  

7. Delores Mitchell, Matt Russell 

8.    Dean Williams 

9.    

10.    Debbie White, Evan Backus, Gerald & Sandy 
    Combs (w) 

11.   Paul Webster, Juanita Mattingly, Madison  
  Baldwin 

12.     Andrew Morrison, Brianna Morrison, Isabella 
  Baughman, Harold & Charlotte Hinkle (w) 

13.   Shirley Figgins, Jodi Davis, Chad & Jamie   
  Wickham (w) 

14.     Jerry Sutton, Peggie Hayes 

15.     Carl Zimmerman, Max Russell 

16.     Roy Gilg, Lisa Miller 

17.  Bob Jones 

18.     Carolyn Buchanan, George Burtnett, Ryan 
 Miller, Harold Forsythe, Austin Watts, Barbara 
 Campbell, Harold & Rose Forsythe (w) 

19.  Logan Nezbeth, Christian Nezbeth, Gabrielle 
 Blair, Lisa Hamm, Tina Wickline    

20.     Charles Hand, Pat Evans 

21.     Carly Davis, Tiffany Cornett 

22.     Iris Jasper, Carrie Lenhart, Mike Watts 

23.     Kaleigh Reed 

24.     Corey Burkhart  

25.     Mary Miller 

26.     Betty West, Liberty Best, Allison Reed 

27.     Carol Lanning, Charles & Judith Smith (w) 

28.     Nicole Pisch 

29.     Andy Burtnett, Ralph Milligan, Ryan Chidester,      
 Haley Robinson, Max & Susan Russell (w), 
 Ralph & Rhea Nixon (w) 

30.     Arlene Irvin, Gloria Winland, 
 Larry Fisher, Ashley Stottsberry 

31.     Olivia Mast, Megan Weidig,                                                           
 Tammy Grayson, Ryan Watson 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

FOR MAY 

 

                
 

General Meeting                                                                                  
Wednesday, April 21—7:00 p.m. in double   

 classroom                                 

Program: ―Lifewell‖             

Hostess: Imhausen/Butler Circle 
 

Imhausen/Butler Circle    

 Wednesday, April 14—1:00 p.m. in double    

  classroom 
 

Sidwell Circle      
 Wednesday, April 14—7:00 p.m. at 3665 Melon Rd.

 Hostess: Joan Hennen    

 Devotions & Program: Sally Cover  

YOU ARE INVITED!  

Worship concert with Suzanne Burg 

April 11, 2010  ð  2 P.M.  

Coburn Sanctuary  
 

Join pianist Suzanne Burg for an 
hour of familiar hymns and worship 

piano music. The concert will      

feature familiar songs and hymns   
of hope and promise and will      

feature guest musicians including 
Coburnôs own Crystal Copper and 

Julie Clossman.  

DONôT FORGET:  You may now give to our 

church through electronic check or automatic     

withdrawal.  For more information please contact   

the church office at 740-454-0186 or                        

office@coburnumc.org.  



 
 

 

 
 

Dear Coburn Church family,                   

I would just like to say thank you to those who helped in my fundraising for BuckeyeThon. BuckeyeThon is a 14 hour 

dance marathon where the dancers try to stay on their feet for most of the 14 hours to represent the pain and struggles the 

kids at Children‘s go through. This year we raised just over $100,800, all of which goes to Nationwide Children‘s       

Hospital. Thanks again, and hope to see you soon over break.        

         God Bless,     

         Danielle Hamilton 

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, and cards after my accident. Also, thank you concerning my 

son, Tom, after his back surgery.     Sincerely,     

         Marjory Dickson 

Thanks so much for the use of your facilities (for a bereavement dinner).  It was greatly appreciated!   

         The Riser family 

Thank you to the SPLASH kids for all of the cards I have received. ~ ñThe Candymanò Carl Zimmerman 

 

The Coburn Crew would like to thank Charles Straker and Bob Jones for picking up the mulch for the Crew Mulch Sale. 

Without their help the sale would not be as beneficial in creating funds for our mission trip. Thanks for your support! 
 

 

The Coburn Crew would like to thank George Purks for unloading the mulch for the Crew Mulch Sale. Your help is 

greatly appreciated! Thanks for always looking out for us! 
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Spring Showers are coming and so is mom's 90th birthday on April 3rd, the day before Easter. Please help us 

celebrate her 90th birthday by showering her with birthday wishes.  Mom is still living on McConnell Ave. with 

her little black and white car Susie. She keeps busy crocheting afghans, sewing lap robes for nursing homes, 

and doing jigsaw puzzles. We plan on having a small family dinner on her birthday at my home in Baltimore. 

Please help make her day special by sending a card or note to her. Since she will be at my home on her   

birthday, please send your card or note to my address and we will present them to her then.   

     Leota Dunn          

     c/o Bernice Anderson        

     4609 Refugee Road         

     Baltimore, OH 43105                 

Mom will be delighted to hear from family and friends. Thank you for joining in celebrating our mom's special 

day. We hope you have a happy Easter and a beautiful spring.        

        Bernice & Frank      

        Terry, Laura, & family  



 

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

In the book, ‗Simple Principles to Enjoy Life and Be Happy‘, the authors report that ―Americans are some of 

the most stressed people on the planet. According to data from the United Nations, Americans work some of 

the longest hours of people in any industrialized country. Our demanding schedules naturally lead us to experi-

ence high levels of stress, which is detrimental to both our physical and emotional health.‖ (Lluch & Eckmann, 

2008, p. 159). As Americans, it seems we are so busy making a living that we are forgetting to live. Stress isn‘t 

something to ignore or take lightly. Your body will tell you when it is stressed. Do you get headaches, have 

back pain, tense muscles, problems sleeping, are worried or irritable? Your body is trying to get your attention, 

so learn to manage your stress. Check out the interactive tutorial on stress by the National Library of Medicine:  

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/tutorials/managingstress/htm/index.htm 

 

The National Health Information Center offers the following nine steps to prevent or manage your stress:  

1. Plan your time; make a to-do list; 2. Prepare yourself; have a positive attitude; 3. Relax with deep 

breathing; 4. Relax your muscles; 5. Get active; exercise is a wonderful way to reduce stress and benefit 

your health in many other ways; 6. Eat healthy; 7. If you choose to drink, do so only in moderation. Drink 

lots of water.; 8. Talk to friends and family; and 9. Get help if you need it. Talk to your Pastor, Priest or 

Spiritual Leader. Sometimes the hard situations in life turn out to be opportunities to grow spiritually and 

emotionally. Embrace the hard times and turn to God, not away from Him. According to Webster‘s Dic-

tionary, trust is defined as ―assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or some-

thing‖. Trust in God. Psalm 91:11, ―He has put his angels in charge of you to watch over you wherever you 

go.‖ Read the scriptures for guidance. Proverbs 16:20 says,  ―Whoever listens to what is taught will suc-

ceed, and whoever trusts the Lord will be happy.‖ 

As the Scripture says in Romans 10:11, ―Anyone who trusts in him will never be disappointed.‖ Romans 

10:14-15 says,  ―But before people can ask the Lord for help, they must believe in him; and before they can 

believe in him, they must hear about him; and for them to hear about the Lord, someone must tell them; 

and before someone can go and tell them, that person must be sent. It is written, How beautiful is the per-

son who comes to bring good news.‖ And finally Romans 10:17 says  ―So faith comes from hearing the 

Good News, and people hear the Good News when someone tells them about Christ.‖  What are some of 

your favorite scriptures? 

 

God is always with you. Laugh often, love much and spend relaxed, quality time with family and friends in the 

presence of God. 

 

Newsletter brought to you by Genesis Congregational Health Program, Carol Howdyshell, 740-586-6562.  Lluch, A. A. & 
Eckmann, H. (2008). Simple principles to enjoy life and be happy. WS Publishing Group: San Diego.  Scriptures taken 
from New Century Version, The Inspirational Bible, Max Lucado, General Editor. www.healthfinder.gov/prevention/
PrintTopic.aspx?topicID=45 
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Health Ministry Moments 

April, 2010 
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